
The First Four Feasts of The Lord

The First Four Feasts of the Lord foreshadow truths connected with this present Gospel
Dispensation and those who form the "heavenly" people of the Lord, the Church.

1. The Passover Feast.
The Passover Feast had its origin in Egypt. It was the memorial of the redemption and
deliverance of the Children of Israel from Egypt. It was to them the "beginning of months,"
and their birthday as a Nation. Exo 12:2. It consisted of the taking of a male lamb, without
blemish, of the first year, a lamb for a family, and killing it on the 14th day of the month in
the evening, and sprinkling its blood, with a bunch of hyssop, on the two side posts and
upper lintel of the door of their houses, so that when the Lord passed through Egypt that
night and saw the blood on the doorposts, He would spare the first born sheltered within. The
flesh of the lamb was to be roasted, and eaten with unleavened bread and bitter herbs, and
none of it left until the morning. Those who ate of it were to do so with their loins girded,
their shoes on their feet, and their staff in their hand, ready to leave Egypt.

The Passover Feast was to be to them as a "Memorial," and they were to keep it as a Feast
throughout their generations, and as an ordinance Forever. Exo 12:14.

The Passover Lamb was intended as a "type" of Jesus, the "Lamb of God."

The shedding of His blood on Calvary, and our applying it to our hearts by faith, has the
same effect as to our salvation, as the applying of the Passover Lamb's blood to the doorposts
of those Egyptian houses had to the safety of those who were sheltered within. As that night
was the "beginning of months" to them, so the moment a soul accepts Jesus Christ as its
Saviour, that moment it is "born again," and a new life begins, for Christ Our Passover was
sacrificed for us. 1Cor 5:7.

The first time the Children of Israel observed the Passover Feast it was amid the terrors of
God's judgment plagues in the land of Egypt, a type of the world. Thereafter its yearly
observance was as a joyful Memorial of their deliverance from Egypt. While they still
observe the Passover Feast no "lamb" is slain, and no "blood" used, but when they get back
to their own land they will again keep the Passover. The Christian Church does not observe
the Passover, but they do observe as a Memorial the ordinance of the Lord's Supper that
Christ instituted in its place.
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2. The Feast of Unleavened Bread.
The Feast of Unleavened Bread began on the day after the Passover, and continued for seven
days. Lev 23:6-8. The lamb was slain on the 14th day at sunset, which ended the day. The
Feast of Unleavened Bread began immediately after sunset, which was the beginning of the
15th day. Thus there was no interval between them. As the Passover is a type of the death of
Christ, so the Feast of Unleavened Bread is a type of the "Walk" of the Believer, and there
should be no interval between the salvation of a soul and its entrance on a holy life and walk.
The "seven days" point to the whole course of the Believer's life after conversion.

Leaven in the Scriptures is a type of evil, so the Feast was to be kept with "unleavened"
bread. Exo 13:7. Paul speaks of "malice" and "wickedness" as leaven. "Purge out therefore
the 'old leaven' that ye may be a 'new lump,' as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our
Passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the Feast, not with 'old leaven,' neither
with the 'leaven of malice and wickedness,' but with the 'unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth.'" 1Cor 5:7-8.

The typical teaching then of the Feast of Unleavened Bread is that, having been saved by the
shed blood of Christ our Passover, we are to "walk" in newness of life, purging out the leaven
of wordliness, and doing no "servile work," or work that is done to earn salvation.

3. The Feast of First-Fruits.
The Passover took place on the 14th day of the month, the Feast of Unleavened Bread on the
next day, which was the Sabbath, and the following day, which was the "morrow after the
Sabbath," the Feast of First Fruits was to be celebrated. This however could not be done until
after the Children of Israel had entered Canaan, therefore the Feast of First Fruits was not
observed during the Wilderness Wanderings. The Offering was a sheaf reaped from the
waving fields of the ripened harvest, and carried to the priest to be waved before the Lord for
acceptance, and was to be followed by a Burnt, Meat and Drink-Offering, but no Sin-
Offering. The Burnt-Offering was to be a male lamb without blemish of the first year.

The Feast of First-Fruits was a type and foreshadowing of the Resurrection of Christ.

He arose on the "morning after the Sabbath," and His resurrection is spoken of by Paul, as
the "First-Fruits" of the resurrection of the dead. As the "Corn of Wheat" (John 12:24) He
was buried in Joseph's Tomb, and His resurrection was the "First-Fruits" of the Harvest of
those who will be Christ's at His coming. 1Cor 15:23.

When the Priest on the day of Christ's resurrection waved the sheaf of "First-Fruits" in the
Temple, it was before a "rent veil," and was but an empty form, for the Substance had come
and the shadow had passed away, and the empty tomb of Joseph proclaimed that the "Great
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First-Fruits' Sheaf" had been reaped and waved in the Heavenly Temple. There will be no
Feast of First Fruits in the Millennium, it has been fulfilled in Christ.

4. The Feast of Pentecost
Fifty days after the Feast of First-Fruits, the Feast of Pentecost was observed. The space
between the two Feasts, which included Seven Sabbaths, was called the "Feast of Weeks." It
began with the offering of the First-Fruits of the Barley Harvest, and ended with the
ingathering of the Wheat Harvest. The First Day was the Feast of the First-Fruits, the Last
Day was the Feast of Pentecost. Only the First and Last day were celebrated. The Feasts of
the Lord.

At the Feast of Pentecost a New Meat Offering was to be offered before the Lord. It was
called "new" because it must be of grain from the "new" harvest. At the Feast of First-Fruits
"stalks of grain" were to be offered and waved, but at the Feast of Pentecost the grain was to
be ground and made into flour, from which two loaves were to be baked with leaven. The
"two loaves" represent the two classes of people that were to form the Church, the Jews and
Gentiles, and as believers are not perfect, even though saved, that imperfection is represented
by the leaven.

A "Burnt Offering" of seven lambs without blemish of the first year, one young bullock, and
two rams, was to be offered with the "Wave Loaves," as was also "Meat" and "Drink"
Offerings for a sweet savor unto the Lord. These were to be followed by a "Sin Offering" of a
kid of the goats, and two lambs of the first year for a "Peace Offering." The "Wave Loaves"
were to be waved before the Lord. Note that it is now "loaves," not loose stalks of grain. The
"loaves" represent the homogeneousness of the Church.

The Feast of Pentecost had its fulfilment on the Day of Pentecost, when the disciples of the
Lord were baptized into one body by the Holy Spirit. 1Cor 12:13.

The Interval.
Between the Feast of Pentecost and the Feast of Trumpets there was an interval of four
months during which the Harvest and Vintage were gathered in. There was no convocation of
the people during those busy months. This long "Interval" typifies the "Present Dispensation"
in which the Holy Spirit is gathering out the elect of the Church, and during which Israel is
scattered among the Nations. When the Present Dispensation has run its course, and the
"Fulness of the Gentiles" has been gathered in (Rom 11:25) along with the "remnant
according to the election of grace" of Israel (Rom 11:5), then this "Dispensation of Grace"
will end, and the elect of Israel will be gathered back from the four quarters of the earth to
keep the Feast of Trumpets at Jerusalem. Mat 24:31.

[Dispensational Truth or God's Plan and Purpose in the Ages; Clarence Larkin; 1918; Revised 1920]
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